The Bloody Assize

in the certain hope that they would be received with honour
and gratitude by the King.

On September 28th? His Majesty "taking into considera-
tion the many eminent and faithful services " which we have
detailed above, committed to his Chief Justice the custody
of the Great Seal of England. This fact alone should silence
the apologists of James, who seek to throw all the blame, for
the cruelties that were perpetrated, on the agent rather than
the principal

On Saturday, October 3rd, the King received all the five
judges publicly at St James's, and they kissed His Majest/s
hand and received his thanks.   That was the formal end of
the Bloody Assize as far as Jeffreys was concerned, but tie
campaign did not end for many months.   There were hang-
ings, drawings, quarterings, and whippings yet to be inflicted,
there were transportations to be carried out, and there were
fines and sequestrations to be enforced, commuted and
negotiated.   There was plenty of good paying business for
the lawyers and loyal harvesters of blackmail.   And though
Jeffreys, to the joy and relief of the community, was removed
to a sphere where he could commit less direct outrage and
cruelty on the weak and the poor, he had set an example of
the methods of obtaining judicial promotion from a Catholic
king, which the creatures he had favoured, promoted, and
left to carry on his work were not slow to follow.   The
destruction of Dissenters and Whigs found favour in the
sight of His Majesty, and the King's Bench was still occupied
by men ready to do " eminent and faithful services."
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